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lombardo s odyssey offers the distinctive speed clarity and boldness that so distinguished his 1997 iliad

gripping lombardo s achievement is all the more striking when you consider the difficulties of his task he manages to be respectful of homer s dire spirit

while providing on nearly every page some wonderfully fresh refashioning of his greek the result is a vivid and disarmingly hardbitten reworking of a great

classic daniel mendelsohn the new york times book review
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this generous abridgment of stanley lombardo s translation of the odyssey offers more than half of the epic including all of its best known episodes and

finest poetry while providing concise summaries for omitted books and passages sheila murnaghan s introduction a shortened version of her essay for the

unabridged edition is ideal for readers new to this remarkable tale of the homecoming of odysseus

selections from both iliad and odyssey made with an eye for those episodes that figure most prominently in the study of mythology

while preserving the basic narrative of the iliad this selection also highlights the epic s high poetic moments and essential mythological content and will

prove especially useful in surveys of world literature

selections from both iliad and odyssey made with an eye for those episodes that figure most prominently in the study of mythology

we still read homer s epic the iliad two and one half millennia since its emergence for the questions it poses and the answers it provides for our age as

viable today as they were in homer s own times what is worth dying for what is the meaning of honor and fame what are the consequences of intense

emotion and violence what does recognition of one s mortality teach we also turn to homer s iliad in the twenty first century for the poet s preoccupation

with the essence of human life his emphasis on human understanding of mortality his celebration of the human mind and his focus on human striving

after consciousness and identity has led audiences to this epic generation after generation this study is a book by book commentary on the epic s 24

parts meant to inform students new to the work endnotes clarify and elaborate on myths that homer leaves unfinished explain terms and phrases and

provide background information the volume concludes with a general bibliography of work on the iliad in addition to bibliographies accompanying each

book s commentary

approaches to homer s iliad and odyssey consists of ten original essays on the iliad and odyssey by established homeric scholars and university

professors of greek literature and culture the anthology offers not only fresh approaches to reading appreciating and understanding these homeric epics

but also attempts to make a case why these works are still relevant in the twenty first century both epics are required reading in most college university
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general and world literature courses as is evident from their inclusion in part or in whole in many standard world literature anthologies these ten new

approaches to the first literary works of western culture are intended as reading aids for both instructors and students in any college university classroom

in which either of these two homeric epics are taught

a fresh and exciting approach to this great work of classical literaturehenry power provides an overview of the whole poem key extracts from the text and

detailed commentary of crucial moments in the poem readers are encouraged to consider both the oral origins and the rich literary reception of this early

epic whilst responding to core themes within it key features aimed at new readers coming to the poem for the first time and those teaching it at

universities alike includes innovative teaching strategies for engaging students with the poem

the oxford critical guide to homer s iliad investigates each of the iliad s twenty four books proceeding in order from book 1 to book 24 and devoting one

chapter to each one contributors summarize the plot of a book and then explore its themes and poetics providing both close readings of individual

passages and synthetic reviews of current scholarship this format allows readers to study the poem in the same manner in which they read it book by

book differing from other introductions to the iliad that comprise chapters on specific topics and themes the volume offers accessible and actionable

discussions of concepts pertinent to each book of the poem differing from other introductory volumes that are written by a single author this volume

allows for a polyphony of critical voices and showcases the diversity of approaches to the iliad finally differing from commentaries keyed to the greek text

this volume is completely accessible to those who do not read homeric greek these features make the volume an essential resource for those studying

the iliad in translation and in the original greek for those in classical studies and in other disciplines and for teachers and students both those at the

undergraduate level and those at the graduate level

aphrodite explores the many myths and meanings of the greek goddess of love sex and beauty one of the most widely worshipped and popular deities in

greek antiquity aphrodite emerges from the imaginations of the ancient greek writers and artists as a multifaceted powerful and charismatic figure this

volume explores the importance of aphrodite for the ancient greeks as well as her enduring influence as a symbol of beauty adornment love and sexuality
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in contemporary culture in a wide ranging investigation of the universality of aphrodite s power and significance this volume illuminates the numerous

intricate levels of divinity embodied by the alluring figure of aphrodite aphrodite offers new insights into the ancient texts and artistic representations of

the goddess as well as a comprehensive survey of the current scholarship about the origins and interpretations of aphrodite whilst also highlighting her

eternal popular appeal across cultures and generations a goddess of love who is not afraid to enter the battlefield a goddess of bodily adornment who is

the first to appear totally nude a goddess born of the sea who emerges into the open sky aphrodite is a polyvalent deity plural in nature function and

significance

this generous abridgement of stanley lombardo s translation of the odyssey offers more than half of the epic including all of its best known episodes and

finest poetry while providing concise summaries for omitted books and passages sheila murnaghan s introduction a shortened version of her essay for the

unabridged edition is ideal for readers new to this remarkable tale of the homecoming of odysseus

an innovative new analysis of the odyssey s most influential female character

a study companion to homer s odyssey containing historical and mythological background discussion of homeric values and the plot themes and literary

features of each of the epic s books a character index and suggested activities and classroom projects

parmenides and the history of dialectic is a study of greek philosophical method as it affects contemporary philosophical issues what was distinctive about

the method of parmenides the inventor of philosophical argument as we know it how did parmenides method affect plato s dialectic which was supposed

to provide the solution to all ultimate philosophical problems how in turn did plato influence hegel and our subsequent tradition there are many studies of

parmenides text its philosophical content and its influence this study aims to do something different to look at the form of the argument the scope of its

positive and negative language the balanced structure its author generates and the clear parallels with plato s parmenides along the way austin considers

issues like these was parmenides an absolute monist entitled to speak at all and in many negative words at that how did he think that his own language
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related to the reality that he was trying to describe what was his notion of the use of metaphor what logical techniques did he invent has his type of

philosophy come to an end

all five of the epics discussed in this volume came to serve as the basis for an ethnic and national tradition of history religion and literature documenting

sometimes encyclopedically the crucially formative events of a people s early collective experience a sequential study of these stories will invite and

provoke comparative questions and discussions of similar or parallel images episodes cultural values narrative strategies and poetic forms of the five

works discussed herein the mesopotamian epic of gilgamesh the hebrew david story from 1 and 2 samuel and 1 kings the greek odyssey of homer the

indian ramayana of valmiki and the irish táin bó cúailnge only the odyssey conforms precisely to the classical western conception of the epic but much is

to be gained by considering these several ancient narratives collectively as parts of a composite human whole all are set in a time of historical beginnings

when acts of bravery violence and conquest proved instrumental in the formation of a people and the shaping of a nation all recount the exploits of a

hero or heroes whose triumphs and failings prove to have a decisive impact on the destiny of an age and a culture all reflect an entrenched culture of

warriors and kings whose acts of heroism and prowess on the battlefield become the subjects of song and celebration for a people just begining to take

stock of their historical cultural and religious heritage in cultures wherein literacy was rare books even rarer mass media nonexistent and entertainment

few hunger for and delight in stories must have been common and intense the oldest of the stories discussed in this collection gilgamesh dates back

almost five thousand years yet it and the others still resonate with modern readers there is much pleasure to be had in discovering the common themes

these epics share and in realizing that they are stories as much for today as for yesterday
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